
How does your character 
Kate compare to other 
roles you’ve played?
I have played a lot of quite 
strong females. I tend to play 

people’s bosses – like in The Fall and 
Johnny English. Or particularly vulnerable, 
disturbed women. Kate’s a mother and an 
English teacher. So she’s quite stable.
 
Do you get many action scenes? 
Some. There was a scene where we were 
running through the woods. And I was 
trying to run like an English teacher;  
there was a ditch – and I thought, ‘Do 
English teachers jump or do they take  
the sensible way round?’
 
Do you get much interaction with the 
robots working with green screen?
Yes, there is lots and lots of robot action! 
There’s a lot of looking off camera at 
things that we don’t actually see or 
following paper cups on the ends of sticks!
 
Are you a big sci-fi fan?
I don’t think I realised how much of a fan 
of science fiction I actually am! People do 
consider The X-Files sci-fi, and I jumped 
into that not necessarily thinking, ‘This is  
a sci-fi series’ or realising quite what I was 
getting myself into.

“Where are you going?” he yells, standing in  
a circle of (polystyrene) stones on a hill near 
Tollymore Forest, Northern Ireland. No, the  
Iron Man 3 star hasn’t completely lost his marbles.  
He’s shooting a scene for Robot Overlords, the new 
sci-fi from Grabbers’ Jon Wright that posits an 
invasion of our planet by cyborgs that have 
confined humans to their homes.

 “It has its roots in a classic dilemma that  
this country hasn’t had to face for a very long 
time but Europe has – occupation – and how  
one, in different ways, deals with it,” explains 
Kingsley, whose character Smythe has been 
collaborating with the ‘bots. 

Other humans, however, are less compliant, 
with a group of kids, led by Callan McAuliffe’s 
Sean, out to rebel against their metal jailers.  
“It reminded me of District 9 but reversed,”  

says the youngster. “Here, it’s humanity  
that’s been quarantined.”

Other references include The Goonies and  
The Black Hole – with the latter’s merciless 
Maximilian a big influence on the design of the 
robot overlords. “We’re definitely in that world – 
an aggressive cyborg,” says Wright. “They’re like 
bouncers at a nightclub – developed to instil 
primal terror!” While they’ll be added in  
during post-production – hence the ranting to 
thin air – Kingsley has already got the fear. 
“There’s nothing cute about them at all,” he nods.

Still, Wright paints Robot Overlords as a 
‘Christmas Day movie’ – the sort of post-turkey 
family treat you’d curl up on the sofa for back  
in the day. “These kinds of films don’t get made  
in Britain very often anymore,” he laments.  
Nor do they tend to star Gillian Anderson, who 
plays Sean’s mum. “I’m a child of The X-Files,” 
Wright says. So did he geek out? He grins.  
“I did have a geeky moment.” JM

ROBOT OVERLORDS  |  Buzz goes on-set of a homegrown 
sci-fi that has its roots in classic ’80s adventures.

> Dressed in a trench coat, 
baseball cap and bow tie,  

Sir Ben Kingsley is ranting  
loudly to thin air.

ON SET!

Man vs machine: Sir Ben  
Kingsley looks peeved and  
(inset) a robot overlord also  
seems rather cross. We think.

Machine age GILLIAN  
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ETA | 13 FEBRUARY Robot Overlords opens  
next month.
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